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grammatical structure, is generally admitted. But it
is not without points of resemblance with Aryan
speech too, and it was supposed for a time that
Egyptian might represent a most ancient phase of
language, which had not yet been differentiated into
Semitic and Aryan.

Dr. Lottner in some excellent articles in the Trans-
actions of the Philological Society of 1861, c On the
Sister-families of Languages, especially those connected
with the Semitic Family,' tried to prove that the
Berber dialects of Northern Africa, spoken formerly
on the coast from Egypt to the Atlantic Ocean, but,
after the invasion of the Ai'abs, pushed back towards
the interior, were collateral branches of the Semitic
family. It is difficult, however, to connect a clear
idea with such a term, and the similarities hitherto
pointed out between these North-African dialects on
one side, and Syriac, Hebrew, and Arabic on. the other,
are hardly such as to justify the name applied to them
as Sub-Semitic.

Morphological Classes.

But while a genealogical classification, of languages
presupposes always a community of origin, however
distant, there is another classification, the purely
morphological, which is entirely independent of this
consideration. It may happen that languages which
are related genealogically, belong to different morpho-
logical classes; it constantly happens that languages
of the same morphological class have no genealogical
relationship whatever.

We saw that all languages can be reduced in the